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LATIN CLUB LUNCHEON 

Nineteenth fleeting of the i^tin Club— Nov 10, 1906 

Mr J Edmund Barss of The Hotchkiss 
School will address the club on the subject: 
"The Teaching of Latin Prose Composition", 
at the Hotel Marlborough, Thirty-sixth Street 
and Broadway, New York City. We shall sit 
down promptly at 12 M. Seats will be re- 
served for those holding tickets (see announce- 
ment regarding tickets on p 3), others .should 
be sure to notify THE LATIN LEAFLET, 
179 Marcy Ave, Brooklyn, by postal card, 
if intending to be present. ATTEND TO 
THIS MATTER NOW. 

DiSCUSSION OF PROFESSOR SIHLER'S PAPER 

Which was printed in The Leaflet No ij^ 
III r-aio Parts— Part I 

The foregoing remarks have been abstract- 
ed, with the authorization of Professor Sihler, 
from an essay of his which appeared in the 
Nezv York Evening Post of September 29th, 
1906. There is no doubt in my mind, at least, 
that Professor Sihler's remarks touch some 
very sore spots in High School Latin, and, let 
me add, Greek. The readers of the Latin 
Leaflet will be in full sympathy with the de- 
mand of the writer that Latin instruction be 
extended to cover more than the four years 
now allotted to it. Our platform states ex- 
pressly that we desire the introduction of 
Latin into the two highest grades of elemen- 
tary teaching. But it is here where Professor 
Sihler seems to me to have said the right word. 
Not so long ago, we heard from an authorita- 
tive source, that an extension of the teaching 
of Latin might bring it about that Grammar 
School and High School combined would take 
the student as far as he now gets in the two 
lower years of college work. This end may 
appear desirable to those who feel, as we per- 
haps all do, that the college student is spend- 
ing a very long and, to his parents, expensive 
time, in preparing for the work of life, which 
calls for all of us for the bread winning quali- 
ties and knowledge of the "practical" man. 
To do the same amount of work in less time, 
since, so far at least, they do not dare to im- 
pugn the value of a theoretical education in 
itself, that is the crv heard louder and louder 



every year. For this "speeding up" process a 
putting back of the elementary instruction in 
Latin to the last two years of the Grammar 
school would be, not a means towards greater 
thoroughness in fundamental work, but a de- 
vice to start the pupil upon entering High 
School at once upon the higher work with 
such speed that' he need not spend one year 
each on his Caesar, Cicero, and Vergil, but 
may add Livy and Horace to his achievements. 
But there are not missing on the other side 
voices warning us that even now we have 
reached the limit of endurance, that we are 
sacrificing quality to quantity. The amazing 
results of the College Entrance Examinations 
have opened the eyes of thoughtful educators 
to the dangers of pouring, pouring facts into 
a boy, to be spouted up again at the right 
moment. I. for one, was tremendously im- 
pressed by the earnestness and by the argu- 
ments of Principal Farrand, when he dis- 
cussed the subject of Preparation for Entrance 
Examinations before the ^Schoolmasters' Asso- 
ciation of New York and Vicinity. Even the 
work which we have to do now we can not do 
with such a thoroughness as to produce a last- 
ing residuum in the minds of our students: 
how shall we do more work, and, at that, work 
which, like the reading of Horace, calls for a 
far maturer understanding than we find in the 
majority of our pupils. 

But, say the advocates of the extended cur- 
riculum, it is not the aim of our instruction to 
give to the student the niceties of grammar; 
•we. are not training future philologists, we are 
training the men and women of our country, 
the future citizens. What we want them to 
take with them from their schooling is an un- 
derstanding of the importance of Latin for the 
civilization of the world, an insight into the 
tremendous forces at work in the age of Caesar 
and Cicero, and the aesthetic enjoyment of 
good Epic poetry as exemplified in the Aeneid, 
as well as a glimpse into the influence which 
this literature exercised upon the literature of 
our own race. But take the teacher into the 
confessional, and ask him: will he not con- 
fess that the results actually achieved fall far 
behind this ideal goal, so radiantly set before 
associations of every kind? How can a pupil 
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understand the importance of Caesar's con- 
quest for the spread of Roman, and thereby 
Christian, civihzation, when at the time of his 
reading Caesar he is hurried in ten months 
through the history of all antiquity, from 4000 
B C to 800 AD? Can a student read Cicero 
with good understanding, if he knows nothing 
about the questions then agitating the Roman 
world, questions so surprisingly alike to those 
of our own day ? 

As for Vergil, how can anybody enjoy 
poetry who has not mastered the form of the 
poem ? Surely, you do not xall the stammer- 
ing, stumbling delivery of a few lines, or the 
faultless ( r) writing of a metrical scheme 
below some selected verses, reading poetry ? 

But, you will say, is not all this provided fo? 
in your syllabuses, and in your uniform 
examinations, towards which you must be 
working? Assuredly, so it is, and the teachers 
do whatever they can, to live up to the re- 
quirements of their superiors. But from my 
own experience, and from that of others whom 
I have consulted, I know, that the amount to 
be done in four years is so enormous that there 
is no room for the viva voce teaching in which 
the most valuable part of instruction should 
consist. To read four books of Caesar with 
students who in nine cases out of ten know 
their principal parts only half, who must look 
up almost every other word in the vocabulary, 
is a task which does not allow of real reading ; 
the most that can be done, is to translate — 
this, I sometimes think, should be left to the 
riding instructor — and to drill the pupil in 
forms and syntax. Mark you, I do by no 
means object to this use of a Latin author as 
a corpus vile; only, let us be honest enough 
to say that this work is not reading an author, 
that it is purely preparatory to reading. If, 
as Professor Sillier demands, we could give 
two years to purely grammatical work, ac- 
companied — not followed — by the reading and 
analyzing of easy Latin, work like the Viri 
Romae, sweetened sometimes by easy selec- 
tions from the Metamorphoses of Ovid, whose 
metrical fluency makes them far better suited 
to introducing the pupil into poetry than the 
heavier Vergil, if we could do so, then there 
might be hope of actually doing some good 
work during the Caesar year. 

Nothing, it seems to me, is so well adapted 
to produce in the pupil a ready command of 
vocabulary and forms than the daily practice 
of writing, as Professor Sihler demands it. I 
may say this with the greater confidence, as I 



am myself a repentant sinner. I confess 
openly that I do not derive any pleasure out of 
my weekly task of correcting prose exercises 
based on the author read. There is, so my ex- 
perience would lead me to think, something 
deadening to the pupil in rehashing not only 
the words, but also the sphere of thought of 
the author he is reading during the rest of the 
week. Into what abysses of thoughtlessness 
do we teachers not often look in the prose 
work of our pupils. There are whole phrases 
repeated in their writing which have no rela- 
tion to the English text offered for transla- 
tion : Why ? Simply because in looking over 
the sections allotted they found one or the 
other word belonging to the exercise, and 
thoughtlessly copied the whole passage into 
their work. By way of experiment, I have 
sometimes tried to embody — of course, after 
the prescribed work had been done — the voca- 
bulary of the day's lesson into an improvised 
exercise belonging to a modern, but very sim- 
ple plane of thought. What hopeless embar- 
rassment and floundering even in bright and 
steady students! Most heartily do I agree 
With Professor Sihler in branding such close 
imitations of an author as "cribbing". 

But, sat lacrimarum. If I had nothing to 
say except to weep over the sins of my peo- 
ple I should deserve the fate of all prophets. 
At present, it seems to me absolutely hopeless 
to attempt the lengthening of the course in 
Latin, and at the same time to keep the present 
amount required. There is nothing left, then, 
but to join hands with men like Principal Far- 
rand, and work to convince the colleges that 
we can do better and more thorough work if 
they will lessen their demands quantitatively 
and raise them in quality. Of the four book's 
of Caesar usually asked for, I think, we might 
safely cut out about twenty-five per cent. 
There seems to be no reason why the abso- 
lutely futile first expedition into Germany, with 
its bugbear of bridge building, should be 
thrust upon our long suffering pupils. Three 
books wisely and well read would give the 
pupil a better insight into Caesar as a man, 
and certainly would allow the teacher to give a 
far more thorough drill in forms and the sim- 
ple principles of syntax than he can give now. 
As to Cicero, four orations, instead of the 
six now demanded, would seem to be sufficient 
for all purposes for which Cicero is read. As 
it is, our course in Cicero certainly is too full 
to be thorough, and as certainly does not sat- 
isfy the historical demand of giving an insight 



THE LATIN LEAFLET 



THE NEW YORK LATIN LEAFLET 

DAVID H HOLMES, PhD, Editor-in-Chief 
179 MARCY AVE, BROOKLYN TeleDhooe, 3890 Willlaaisbunc 

Published by the New York Latin Club in Support of The 
New York High School College Entrance Scholarship Fund 

Printed by the Roehk Publishing Co, j5 Myrtle Ave, Bro oklyn. N Y 

Published weekly during the school year, excepting weeks 
containing holidays. 

The subscription price is 50 cents a year, one-half of 
which goes into The Scholarship Fund. The advertising 
rates are twenty-five ($25) dollars an inch, a year. 

Subscriptions to The Leailet should be sent to 179 Marcy 
Ave. Brooklyn. The best way to send money is by Jmoney 
order. Out-of-town checks cost loc each to collect. Com- 
munications requiring answers should contain return postage. 
The treasurer is E W Harter, Erasmus Hall High School. 
Brooklyn, to whom checks made payable to The Scholarship 
Fund should be sent. 

The internal purpose of this publication is to provide a 
Clearing House for secondary classical teachers in New York 
and vicinity or anywhere else; to afford an opportunity to 
■younger classical teachers anywhere for the publication of 
their more modest endeavors along the line of original work, 
which might not otherwise see the light; to stimulate the 
teaching and quicken the student activity in the classical 
work in the high schools of Greater New York. The external 
purpose is to establish one or more College-entrance-scholar- 
shins for the most successful graduates from high schools in 
New York City, to be awarded on a competitive examina- 
tion. The proceeds over and above expenses wil be devoted 
to a scholarship fund. The labor involved is a labor of love. 

Board of Editors 
Ernst Riess. Pi<D, (DWCHS), Articles, 221 West 113 St, 

Manhattan, New York 
David H Holmes, PhD, (EDHS), Subscriptions, 179 Marcy 

Ave. Brooklyn. New York 
Ernest -D Daniells, PhD, iBliS), Advertisements, 157 Mid- 
wood St, Brooklyn, New York 

Officers of The Latin Club 
Harry Thurston Peck, President, Columbia University 
Archibald L Hodges, Vice-President, Wadleigh High School 
Sanforo L Cutler, Secretary, Morris High School 
Eugene W Harter, Treasurer, Erasmus Hall High School 
Hiram H Bice, Censor, DeWitt Clinton High School 

Trustees of The Scholarship Fund 
Arthur S Somers, Ex-Commissioner of Education 
Nicholas Murray Butler, Columbia University 
Frederick D Mollenhauer, Mollenhauer Sugar Refinery 
.Tohn H Finley, College of The City of New York 

into the character of the orator. I do not 
know on what principles the tisual selection 
is based, but it seems to me that neither is the 
conspiracy of Catiline important enough for 
historical study, nor is the speech on the j\Ian- 
ilian Bill of very great value for Roman his- 
tory ; as an introduction to formal rhetoric it is 
the best speech of Cicero which could be read, 
but it has generally to be hurried through so 
rapidly that there is no time for dwelling on 
this aspect. Nor is the training in Rhetoric 
given to our boys in their English course, of a 
nature to fit them for such study, as there 
seems to exist a tendency in this department to 
belittle all technical rhetoric. The speech for 
Archias, finally, shows us Cicero in a very 
amiable role, but it does not round out with 
any clearness the picture of the man gained 
from the other five speeches. 
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THE LATIN CLUB LUNCHEONS FOR 1906-7 

The Latin Qub Luncheons for 1906-7 will be 
under the management of The Latin Leaflet, and will 
be held at the Marlborough the same. as last year. 
We shall have a private dining room with ample seat- 
ing capacity, well ventilated and away from the 
noise. To members of the Club only, the price of 
a ticket for the threi luncheons of the year will be 
$2.00; for two luncheons, $1.50, providing the tickets 
are purchased in advance of the date for the first 
luncheon, since the tickets will be required for ad- 
mission to the dining-room. These tickets will not 
be transferable. Fifty cents will be refunded for 
each luncheon unattended, providing notice is sent 
to The Leaflet at least two days before tlie date of 
any luncheon. Please remember this point and get 
it straight. You are therefore running no risk in 
buying a season ticket. Anyone may secure a ticket 
for a single luncheon for $1.00. These tickets can 
be secured from The Latin Leaflet, 179 Marcy Ave, 
Brooklyn, or from any of the representatives of the 
various schools on the Editorial Committee given on 
p 3 of this number of The Leaflet. Please send in 
your orders early, so that we may take time by the 
forelock. The dates are already known : Nov 10, 
1906 with Mr J Edmund Barss as speaker on the 
subject. "The Teaching of Latin Prose Composi- 
tion"; Feb 9, 1907 with Superintendei.t William H 
Maxwell as speaker on the subject, "The Transla- 
tion of Latin into English"; May 11, 1907 with Pro- 
fessor Harry Barnes Ward of Hamilton College on a 
subject to be announced later. The day is Saturday 
and the hour is 12 M with adjournment at 2 P M, 
flttis leaving the afternoon free for oilier engage- 
ments. You know what these Latin Ch.b Luncheons 
are. They are recognized as the best things in New 
York. 

„„ NEW ENGLAND DAIRY LUNCH 

399 BEDFORD AVENUE. Open Day and tdebt 



.J O H -N B O Ji K JL, Ji. 

Fine Shoes. 



201 BROADWAY, 
BROOKLYN N. Y. 



TOTTtN FURNITURE AND CARPET CO., 
216-218 Grand Street, Brooklyn. 



FURNITURE and 
CARPETS. 



First Class Barber Shop. •'TBil.rAv."B^^i.. y.. 

ROEHR PUBLISHING CO. ODINTPDQ 

35 M yrtle Avenue, Brooklyn ^ *V^ i ^ * I^lyO 

Our Home Made Wbole W beat Bread and other wholesome foods will 
assist lostnictors and Stadeots in teaching and learninz. 

DUGAN BROTHERS' Department Market, 

Telephone— 3693 Wmsburgh Bfoadway near Bridge Plaza. 

SAMUEL JACOBS 
TUT? T A IT AT! fo»^ wdh^vt^^tn 

Iflii lAlLUll CeacDcr^ 

1433 BROADWAY. NEW YORK 

WE RECOMMEND FOR INVESTMENTS 

RESIDENCE PARK,FREEPORT, LI. 

Restricted Lots 25 x 150 all improvements 

Houses and Lots on easy terms 

THE WARRANTY REALTY COMPANY 

Times Building Forty-second St. and Broadway, N Y 



